
What 
about 
Earl?

Storm falls shy of region’s 
expectations

By PEGGY SPELLMAN HOEY

It was more of a threat than a promise. 
Many feared Hurricane Earl would hit the South Shore 

with the same brute force as that of the Long Island 
Express—the devastating 1939 storm that left much of 
the area submerged beneath water for weeks—instead, 
it turned out to be more like the “little engine that 
couldn’t”.  

“We had a real threat for a while there,” said Joseph 
Williams, commissioner of Suffolk County’s Fire, Rescue 
and Emergency Services division, Tuesday after he 
contemplated how Earl took a turn over the Atlantic 
Friday evening leaving the region virtually unscathed. 
“[Earl] turned out to be a very good drill for [the county]. 
We looked at the areas where we can make changes.”

“Our only concern—what as really disconcerting to us is 
that we did see the level of red alert in residents.”

Hours before the hurricane, people continued to frequent 
the beaches and marinas, enjoying themselves—business 
as usual, the same as any other day. Many did not even 
pull their boats out of the water in preparation for Earl. 
The Long Island Rail Road did take the threat seriously, 
though. Train service was suspended east of Speonk and 
Ronkonkoma most of Friday.

County and local municipalities met extensively as the 
hurricane developed down south, preparing for the worst, 
setting up a chain-of-command, reviewing protocol and 
stocking and evaluating equipment for the aftermath. 
But the storm, which was originally predicted to pass 
as a category two hurricane just 150 miles off Montauk, 
bringing gusts of wind in the area of 40 knots and a 
category three hurricane, ended up barely a blip on Long 
Island’s radar screen.

“It was the storm that wasn’t,” said Patchogue Mayor 
Paul Pontieri. “There was absolutely nothing at all; there 
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Welcome back!
Patchogue-Medford Schools Superintendent Michael Locantore greets seventh graders Elizabeth Winn, Bridget 
Mitchell and Jasmine Montalvo on their first day back at South Ocean Middle School. See page 3 for Locantore’s 
plans for the district.  ADV/Leuzzi



New stores on  
the block

Patchogue Chamber president and Col-
ony Shop owner Lari Fiala reports that 
three new businesses are open or on the 
horizon. “The Bridgehampton National 
Bank just opened,” she said. “Yochi, at 
83 South Ocean Avenue, a frozen yogurt 
shop, is open and Roast, A Coffee & Tea 
Trading Company will be opening in a 
couple of weeks in the old Carl and Bob’s 
in front of Bridgehampton National Bank,” 
she said. “Our big event coming up is the 
Octoberfest fundraiser on Friday, Sept. 
24 at 7 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus 
hall on West First Street off Waverly Av-
enue. It will have a live auction, gourmet 
hors d’ouvres and a wine and beer tasting. 
Tickets are $25 in advance, $35 at the door. 
The money we raise is used to fund our 
promotions like the Halloween treats and 
Christmas with Santa.” For more informa-
tion, call Lori Belmonte at 475-0070.

Teachers discount  
at dressbarn

Dressbarn of Patchogue at the Gateway 
Plaza will be hosting a Very Indulgent 
Party shopping event for teachers on Fri-
day, Sept. 30 between 10 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
Fashion tips and personal service will be 
offered as well as a 15 percent discount 
for all educators.

Hate crime defendant 
sentenced

According to the Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s office, State Supreme Court 
Justice Robert W. Doyle sentenced Kevin 
Shea of Medford to eight years in state pris-
on for his participation in the gang assault 
of Ecuadorian immigrant Marcelo Lucero 
and attempted assault of three other His-
panic men in the Patchogue-Medford area 
in the autumn of 2008. Describing Shea 
as “the second most culpable” defendant 
in the crime, Assistant District Attorney 
Megan O’Donnell recommended a 15-year 
sentence for the 18-year-old, noting Shea 
directed his six codefendants to surround 
Lucero and Angel Loja when the victims 
were cornered in a Patchogue parking lot 
on Nov. 8, 2008. Justice Doyle sentenced 
Shea to eight years imprisonment for gang 
assault in the first degree (Marcelo Lu-
cero and others) one and one-third to four 
years for fourth degree conspiracy (Lu-
cero and others), and two and one-third 
to seven years for each of the three counts 
of attempted second degree assault as a 
hate crime (victims: Lucero’s friend, Angel 
Loja, Hector Sierra of Patchogue, Octavio 
Cordovo of Medford). The sentences will 
be served concurrently. Eighteen-year-
old Nicholas Hausch, who pleaded guilty 
to four felony charges and testified dur-
ing codefendant Jeffrey Conroy’s murder 
trial, is scheduled to be sentenced before 
Justice Doyle on Oct. 14. ■

— Linda Leuzzi

Linda Leuzzi, formerly the reporter 
for the Long Island Advance, is its new 
editor. Leuzzi has won several New York 
Press Association Awards, including sec-
ond place spot news (2002); first (2005) 
and third place (2002) nods in sports 
feature; as well as a 2009 second-place 
award for in-depth reporting for her se-
ries on Legacy Village. She was also pre-
sented with a community service in jour-
nalism award from the South Country 
Community Conference last year. Leuzzi 
has written eight non-fiction books, two 
of which were cited by the New York 
Public Library.

Peggy Spellman Hoey, a former report-
er for the Times/Review newspapers, has 
also worked for the Southampton and 
Manorville Press as well as the Sag Har-
bor Express. She has won several New 
York Press Association Awards and was 
a staff member of the North Shore Sun 
the year that the newspaper took home 
the Stuart C. Dorman award on editorial 
excellence. From the Long Island Press 
Club, Hoey won First Place, Breaking 
News Story and photo; third place photo 
2010; first place, News Photo 2009; and 
second place, breaking news story 2008. 
From the National Newspaper Associa-
tion, Hoey won first place breaking news 
story 2006. 

Both are graduates of St. John’s Univer-
sity. ■

Meet the 
new news 

team

By LINDA LEUZZI

This is one calm man.
With his typical unhurried, focused and articulate manner, new-

ly elected Patchogue-Medford School Superintendent Michael 
Locantore, a born and raised Pat-Med alumnus, discussed the up-
coming school year with the Long Island Advance.

“I have defined this year as the year of accountability, so we’re 
really focusing on our test scores,” he said in his south facing 
office. “We’re bringing in a supplementary reading program from 
Scholastic, a remedial computer-based program. We currently of-
fer part of the program to special ed students and it’s been met 
with great success. We’re phasing it in starting at Bay and Med-
ford elementary schools.” Locantore said it would be incorpo-
rated into all of the district’s schools, including the high school, 
within the year.

“We need a certain structure with computer technology and have 
to make sure that’s in place,” he added. “It will only be for students 
who received a one or two on the English assessment exam.”

No lounging at the pool this summer for Locantore. His first two 
weeks on the job were spent conducting individual meetings with 
about 50 people that included administrators and union heads. 
And he’s been in and out of the schools, meeting, assessing, listen-
ing. “At my first meeting July 1, I met with all the administrators 

The year of accountability
Pat-Med superintendent discusses district plans

Michael Locantore
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By PEGGY SPELLMAN HOEY

A partially constructed housing devel-
opment along the Patchogue River that 
has been in a holding pattern will now 
be moving forward with a less expensive 
price tag under the direction of a new de-
veloper.

Construction on Riverview, a 35-unit 
luxury housing development located on a 
3-acre waterfront property off of River Av-
enue, began in December 2007, and was 

expected to be completed by the summer 
of 2009. Considered an ambitious project, 
Riverview included 22 boat slips for the 
complex’s occupants, gazebos overlook-
ing the water, decorative street lighting 
and landscaping all in a Victorian setting. 
The project soon fell victim to the econ-
omy and only 14 of the units were con-
structed along the river’s bank.

“I think the village did a great job of de-
signing the project but I think it was very 
costly,” said Steven Klar, president of the 

Klar Organization, who stepped in earlier 
this year and bought the project’s bank 
out, making it possible to continue devel-
opment, noting it required nearly one mile 
of sewer line that had to be hooked in. “It 
made sense for us to bring our funds in as 
experts so, we will be delivering 21 of the 
31 homes in the community. It’s a great 
location.”

Other developments spearheaded by 

Stalled project gets a nudge
River View town homes to be completed

See RIVER VIEW on page 16

Peggy Spellman Hoey and Linda Leuzzi
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Stalled project 
gets a nudge

Klar’s organization include the Watermill, 
Windmill, Willow Woods, the Hunt Club 
and Whispering Pines. Once completed, 
Riverview will include three-story homes 
featuring up to 2,600 square feet of living 
space with an optional finished basement, 
two or three bedrooms, 2 and one-half bath-
rooms and a one-car garage. The homes 
are decorated with a combination of oak 
flooring and carpet, a spacious, open floor 
plan and an eat-in kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances and choice of cabinets. 
Other features include a master bedroom 
with two walk-in closets and a sunken tub, 
separate shower and dual vanities in the 
master bathroom and covered porches.

Klar said his organization has able to 
bring down the prices of the project con-
siderably, some by as much as $150,000, 
or 30 percent, starting asking prices at 
$399,000. Twenty-four of the homes have 
already sold, 11 are remaining and only 
two of the 22 boat slips, which are for resi-
dents only, have yet to be filled.

“I think a lot of people were nervous that 
it was not going to be built,” Mr. Klar said.

Village Mayor Paul Pontieri welcomed 
the news that the project was moving for-
ward and credited the Klar Organization 
for approaching completion of the project 
using a good business model.

“I think the developer and the finance 
people have taken a measured approach,” 
he said. “They have built them as they have 

sold them.”
As part of the Riverview project, Pont-

ieri explained, village officials were able to 
negotiate an easement along the dock that 
will allow for public access along the river. 
The easement would allow public access, 
so that an esplanade could be constructed 
for residents to walk between between 
Riverview and another development, Fat 
Fish Marina, which is also on hold due to 
the economy. The marina contains 65 boat 
slips and, if completed, would contain 25 
housing units.

 “If and when that is built, our biggest 
concern is that [planners] don’t take the 
river and make sure that it is not approach-
able by the residents,” Pontieri said. “Ac-
cess will always be first and foremost with 
the residents.” 

Riverview’s estimated cost was about $15 
million and is one of several construction 
projects that officials have touted as key 
pieces in the revitalization of Patchogue 
Village. The projects include the village’s 
$100 million Tri-Tec project, the $21 mil-
lion Artspace on Terry Street, the $21 mil-
lion YMCA and the $11 million sewer proj-
ect, which officials believe, will bring even 
more businesses to the area.

“In any given time we’ve had between $40 
and $50 million of construction in a over 
2.2-square-mile radius,” Pontieri said. “We 
have been pretty active in trying to move 
the village into a better place and really try 
to redevelop it.” ■

RIVER VIEW from page 3

Patchogue Family
Medical Care, PC

Dr. Christine M. Doucet • Laura E. Gil RPA-C 
Lyndie A. Hughes RPA-C • Dr. Andrew S. Wang

FOR ALL YOUR PRIMARY CARE NEEDS

130 Medford Avenue (Route 112), Patchogue
475-5734

Dr. Christine M. Doucet, Laura E. Gil RPA-C, Lyndie A. Hughes RPA-C and Dr. Andrew S. Wang
      ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

 SHORT WAIT TIMES

 HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

 MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

 ALL VACCINES (Flu, Hepatitis, Tdap, Zostavax, etc.)

 PHYSICALS: Annual, DOT, School

 IN HOUSE EKG’S, NEBULIZER TREATMENTS, 
PULMONARY FUNCTION TESTING, SONOGRAMS, LAB SERVICES

 INSTANT COUMADIN CHECKING

NO FAULT ACCEPTED

Monday 9AM-5PM        Tuesday 9AM-7PM
Wednesday 9AM-7PM        Thursday 9AM-7PM

Friday 9AM-3PM

N E W  E X T E N D E D  H O U R S

Monday 9AM 5PM Tuesday 9AM 7PM

Starting Monday, September 20

• Asthma
• Arthritis

• Diabetic Care
• Heart Disease

• High Blood Pressure
• High Cholesterol

• Lyme Disease/Tick Bites
• Minor Injuries

• Sinus Congestion
• Thyroid Disorder
• Urinary Problems

• Preventative Medicine

Come see us soon!

Flu Shots 
Now Available!

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY TO 
JAY AND ARLENE LESKOWICZ

September 20, 2010
Two such as you with such a master speed 
cannot be parted nor be swept away from 
one another once you are agreed that life is 
only life forevermore together wing to wing 
and oar to oar.  —Robert Frost

Dear Mom and Dad,
Your marriage has taught us about friendship, fidelity, and faith in God. We 

can only hope to pass these gifts on to our own children.   Your marriage is a 
gift for us all. Although we cannot be together on this special day know we all 
love you very much and wish you the most joy filled golden anniversary ever!
Love, Diana, Bryan & Anna, Anthony, Timothy, Joseph, Michaela, Malaici, 
Lillian Arlene, Matthew & Jonathan
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